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Step 1: What is the focus for my SLO?
a. Identify the content area for focus in the SLO.

Grade seven science curriculum

b. What is the SLO skill focus statement for this content area or subject?

Initially, I thought I would focus on structure and function but my colleagues felt there were other
more important topics to address, based on their experience with the students and a data review.
So, I moved on to the next step to explore data further and decided to emphasize students' need to
be able to design and complete experiments and report their findings, providing supporting evidence
from their data and using graphic displays to convey their meaning.

c. What led to the decision to focus on this content area and the SLO skill focus?

Our science team reviewed several pieces of trend data including information about trends in the
Grade 8 Science STAAR assessment. There were no real differences in performance in the 4
reporting categories. However, when we looked at the item analysis, we found that of the 7 items
with the lowest percent correct, 5 were related to asking students to analyze data. Then, I showed
the team my unit test results and grades I collected last year in this class. It was clear that students'
grade on the lab reports were the lowest. So it seems likely that a focus on this kind of content
would be most beneficial in my class as well as in next year's class.

d. What TEKS for the content area or subject correspond to these most important skills? You may provide an enumerated
list of TEKS, but be prepared to share the verbiage of the TEKS with your appraiser.
7.2. Scientific investigation and reasoning. The student uses scientific inquiry methods during laboratory and field investigations. The student is expected to:
(A) plan and implement comparative and descriptive investigations by making observations, asking well-defined questions, and using appropriate equipment and technology;
(B) design and implement experimental investigations by making observations, asking well-defined questions, formulating testable hypotheses, and using appropriate equipment and technology;
(C) collect and record data using the International System of Units (SI) and qualitative means such as labeled drawings, writing, and graphic organizers;
(D) construct tables and graphs, using repeated trials and means, to organize data and identify patterns; and
(E) Analyze data to formulate reasonable explanations, communicate valid conclusions supported by the data, and predict trends.
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Step 2: What do I think my students will be able to do?
Use your knowledge of prior students' performance and end-of-year expectations for students in previous, vertically aligned
courses to describe typical students in the class. You may wish to describe the average student (middle level or “typical”) first, then,
the highest performing student (“well above typical”), and the lowest performing student (“well below typical”) and finally,
complete the in-between levels (“above” and “below typical”).

Initial Student Skill Profile
SLO Skill
Focus
Level

Initially, I thought I would focus on structure and function but my colleagues felt there were other more important topics to address, based
on their experience with the students and a data review. So, I moved on to the next step to explore data further and decided to emphasize
students' need to be able to design and complete experiments and report their findings, providing supporting evidence from their data and
using graphic displays to convey their meaning.

Number of
Students
in this level

Descriptors

Well above
typical

Student is able to follow directions to complete an experiment independently, answer a
series of questions about the outcome of the experiment accurately supporting with
evidence from the study, as well as draw reasonable conclusions from the outcome.

Above
typical

Student is able to follow directions to complete an experiment requiring minimal
assistance from the teacher, and answer a series of questions about the outcome of the
experiment accurately most of the time, supporting with evidence collected.

Typical

Student is able to follow directions to complete an experiment with assistance from the
teacher and answer a series of questions about the outcome of the experiment accurately
most of the time.

10

Below
typical

Student is able to follow directions to complete and experiment with close supervision
from the teacher, and makes an effort to answer questions about the outcome of the
experiment, although not always accurately.

3

Student has difficulty following directions to complete an experiment even with the
assistance of the teacher and makes only a minimal attempt to answer questions about
the outcome of the experiment.

4

Well below
typical

3

2

a. Who will be included in your SLO?
When choosing your class or classes, gather informal data about your students to determine which class or classes is/are most
representative of the cross-section of students that you teach.
• Elementary classroom teachers: select your entire class.
• Elementary departmentalized teachers or secondary teachers: identify the targeted class or classes (class, grade and subject).

I will use my 4th period class which has some students who are doing quite well and a few that are
struggling.
b. Match your current students to the descriptions in the Initial Student Skill profile.
i. List the total number of students at each level in the right hand column above, and
ii. Record the level for each individual student on the Student Growth Tracker.
iii. Check here when both tasks are complete:

✔

c. What student work did you use to map students to the Initial Student Skill Profile?

We completed 2 early labs this year already. I had a rubric that I used to grade that work which
evaluated three qualities of their work: independence in the task, accuracy of responses, and ability
to draw conclusions. Each was measured on a three point scale.
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Step 3: What are my expectations for these students?
a. Use information about how students mapped to the Initial Student Skill Profile to describe how, as a whole, students are
expected to progress. In other words, what are your expectations for what high, average, and low performers will be able
to do at the end of the course? Complete the Targeted Student Skill Profile below.
The profile should describe your expectations for students' performance at the end of the interval. For example, the
description at the middle level describes what you expect of the typical student at the end of the interval.

Targeted Student Skill Profile
SLO Skill
Focus

Level
Well above
typical

Initially, I thought I would focus on structure and function but my colleagues felt there were other more important topics
to address, based on their experience with the students and a data review. So, I moved on to the next step to explore
data further and decided to emphasize students' need to be able to design and complete experiments and report their
findings, providing supporting evidence from their data and using graphic displays to convey their meaning.

Expectations
Students develop and implement novel approaches for investigating a variety of topics using laboratory and
technology tools, including devising testable hypotheses, determining the meaning of the outcome, and drawing
conclusions using data tables, graphs, and descriptive statistics to explain the outcome. Lab reports are well-written
and offer insight into additional experiments that could bring deeper understanding of the topic.

Above
typical

Students plan and develop experiments for investigating a variety of topics using laboratory and technology
tools, including devising testable hypotheses, determining the meaning of the outcome, and drawing
conclusions citing evidence to support findings. Lab reports are well-written follow the protocol provided.

Typical

Students plan and implement experiments using a variety of laboratory and technology tools to
investigate key topics discussed, including devising testable hypotheses, determining the meaning of
the outcome of the experiment and drawing reasonable conclusions. Lab reports protocols are followed.

Below
typical

Students plan and implement experiments with direct guidance from the teacher using a variety of laboratory and
technology tools to investigate key topics discussed, including following directions to determine appropriate
hypotheses, and interpreting the outcome with coaching. Conclusions may not be accurate. Attempt is made to
follow lab protocols.

Well below
typical

Students must be guided through the development and implementation of experiments, use laboratory and
technology tools with some difficulty to investigate key topics as assigned, and require considerable coaching to
determine hypotheses. Outcome interpretation and conclusions are often incorrect. Student attempts to follow the
lab protocols.

b. Use available data on your current students (e.g., attendance, grades in relevant courses, early student work, prior
testing data, etc.) along with each student's description on the Initial Student Skill Profile to establish a target for each
individual student covered in the SLO. Record these targets on the Student Growth Tracker.
Check here when complete:

✔

c. What evidence will you use to establish students' skill levels at the end of the interval? Describe the measures to be
used and how they are aligned with the skills identified in the SLO.

I am going to use grades on the last 3 lab reports to make that decision. We have developed a more
extensive rubric together that we can use to evaluate this student work (see rubric attached). I think
three is a better choice than a single score. I looked at these TEKS and find that each measure on the
rubric is aligned.
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Step 4: How will I guide these students toward growth? (for use in discussion)
Be prepared to discuss answers to the following questions with your appraiser.
a. How will you differentiate instruction for those students who are in the highest performing group as well as those who
are in the lowest performing group?
b. What strategies will you use to monitor progress?
c. Describe your plan for conferencing with your colleagues about student progress. Who will be members of your team
and how often will you meet?
Optional Notes
The three higher performing students will be asked to develop hypotheses and devise laboratory experiments around more complex issues which they will research as a
team. This will require additional time with those teams but will parallel time I spend with other groups. The 4 lower performing students will be able to access additional
prompts for the labs that we have built into the directions that students access on the computer. These prompts guide students toward the correct response or procedures to
allow students to discover their own insights and help them gain confidence. All students are paired for lab experiments and these pairings rotate to allow students to learn
from each other. Labs are completed biweekly. Now that we have the rubric, we will grade all using that rubric which will allow us to see progress. I am the only 7th grade
science teacher, but I will meet with Mr. Thomas and Ms. Nguyen who teach the other grades during our weekly PLC time. We are all doing similar SLOs so I think we can
see the progression of work from one grade to the next and help each other with suggestions for improving student work.

Student Learning Objectives Review & Approval
By signing below you acknowledge that you have discussed and agreed upon the Student Learning Objectives Plan, above.
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Approved
Revise and Resubmit
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Appraiser Signature
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Revision Comments (if required)
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☐ Final Approval
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