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Student Learning Objectives Form 

Teacher Name  Date 

School  Appraiser Name 

Grade  Subject Area 

a. Identify the content area for focus in the SLO.

b. What is the SLO skill focus statement for this content area or subject?

c. What led to the decision to focus on this content area and the SLO skill focus?

d. What TEKS for the content area or subject correspond to these most important skills? You may provide an enumerated

list of TEKS, but be prepared to share the verbiage of the TEKS with your appraiser.

Step 1: What is the focus for my SLO? 
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Use your knowledge of prior students' performance and end-of-year expectations for students in previous, vertically aligned    
courses to describe typical students in the class. You may wish to describe the average student (middle level or “typical”) first, then, 
the highest performing student (“well above typical”), and the lowest performing student (“well below typical”) and finally,  
complete the in-between levels (“above” and “below typical”). 

Initial Student Skill Profile 

  SLO Skill 
Focus 

Level Descriptors 
Number of 
Students 

in this level 

Well above 
typical 

Above 
typical 

Typical 

Below 
typical 

Well below 
typical 

a. Who will be included in your SLO?

When choosing your class or classes, gather informal data about your students to determine which class or classes is/are most
representative of the cross-section of students that you teach.

�lementary classroom teachers͗ select your entire class.
�lementary departmentaliǌed teachers or secondary teachers: identify the targeted class or classes (class, grade and subject). 

b. Match your current students to the descriptions in the Initial Student Skill profile.

i. List the total number of students at each level in the right hand column above, and

ii. Record the level for each individual student on the Student Growth Tracker.

iii. Check here when both tasks are complete:

c. What student work did you use to map students to the Initial Student Skill Profile? 

Step 2: What do I think my students will be able to do? 
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a. Use information about how students mapped to the Initial Student Skill Profile to describe how, as a whole, students are

expected to progress. In other words, what are your expectations for what high, average, and low performers will be able

to do at the end of the course? Complete the Targeted Student Skill Profile below.

The profile should describe your expectations for students' performance at the end of the interval. For example, the 
description at the middle level describes what you expect of the typical student at the end of the interval. 

Targeted Student Skill Profile 

SLO Skill 
Focus 

Level   Expectations 

Well above 
typical 

Above 
typical 

Typical 

Below 
typical 

Well below 
typical 

b. Use available data on your current students (e.g., attendance, grades in relevant courses, early student work, prior

testing data, etc.) along with each student's description on the Initial Student Skill Profile to establish a target for each

individual student covered in the SLO. Record these targets on the Student Growth Tracker.

Check here when complete:

c. What evidence will you use to establish students' skill levels at the end of the interval? Describe the measures to be

used and how they are aligned with the skills identified in the SLO.

Step 3: What are my expectations for these students? 
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Be prepared to discuss answers to the following questions with your appraiser. 

a. How will you differentiate instruction for those students who are in the highest performing group as well as those who
are in the lowest performing group? 

b. What strategies will you use to monitor progress?

c. Describe your plan for conferencing with your colleagues about student progress. Who will be members of your team
and how often will you meet?

 Optional Notes 

By signing below you acknowledge that you have discussed and agreed upon the Student Learning Objectives Plan, above. 

Comments  Decision 

Approved

Revise and Zesubmit 

Teacher Signature   Date 

 Appraiser Signature   Date 

Revision Comments (if required)    Decision 

 ☐ Final Approval

Teacher Signature   Date 

 Appraiser Signature   Date 

Step 4: How will I guide these students toward growth? (for use in discussion) 

Student Learning Objectives Review & Approval 


	a Identify the content area for focus in the SLO: Music, Level II - Orchestra II
	c What lead to the decision to focus on this content area and the SLO skill focus: The ability to effectively sightread (to play a piece with little or no prior practice and study) requires the application of key skills from across the content and is pivotal for increasing student ability to utilize their musical training in multiple settings. Students with stronger sightreading skills are more likely to be life-long practitioners of music, both individually and in their community. The task of sightreading is often viewed with trepidation, however, it is a skill that can be developed with instruction and practice.
	list of TEKS but be prepared to share the verbiage of the TEKS with your appraiser: 4)  Creative expression. The student sight reads, individually and in groups, by singing or playing an instrument. The student reads from notation at an increasing level of difficulty in a variety of styles. The student is expected to:(A)  demonstrate mature, characteristic sound appropriate for the genre while sightreading;(B)  demonstrate, refine and apply psychomotor and kinesthetic skills such as appropriate posture, breathing, text, diction, articulation, vibrato, bowings, fingerings, phrasing, independent manual dexterities, and percussion techniques while sightreading;(C)  demonstrate correct articulation and rhythmic accuracy while sight reading using a counting system within an appropriate tempo;
(D) Demonstrate observance of multiple key signatures and changing modalities while sight reading; 
(E) Demonstrate use of melodic reading system such as solfege, numbers, letter names, note names, or scale degrees while sight reading;
(F) demonstrate application of dynamics and phrasing while sight reading; and 
(G) demonstrate accurate intonation while sight reading using concepts such as vowel shapes, ensemble blend, and just intonation. 
	DescriptorsAbove typical: Student performance demonstrates good tone quality, accurate rhythm (duple and triple meters) and intonation (in keys up to 3 sharps) including one change in either key and meter, and 90% accuracy of bowings. Performance is in sync with the ensemble.
	Number of Students in this levelAbove typical: 4
	DescriptorsTypical: Student performance demonstrates good tone quality most of the time with mostly accurate rhythm (duple and triple meters) and intonation (in keys up to 2 sharps) with no change of key and meter, and 80% accuracy of bowings. Performance is mostly in sync with the ensemble. 
	Number of Students in this levelTypical: 11
	DescriptorsBelow typical: Student performance demonstrates moderate tone quality, intermittant issues with accuracy on both rhythm (duple meters) and intonation (in keys up to 1 sharp) with no change of key and meter, and 70% accuracy of bowings. Performance is occasionally well out of sync with the ensemble. 
	Number of Students in this levelBelow typical: 12
	DescriptorsWell below typical: Student performance demonstrates poor tone quality, frequent issues with accuracy on both rhythm (duple meters) and intonation (in keys up to 1 sharp) with no change of key and meter, and 50% accuracy of bowings. Performance is frequently well out of sync with the ensemble. 
	Number of Students in this levelWell below typical: 2
	c What student work did you use to map students to the Initial Student Skill Profile: Early in the fall, my assessment of student performance indicated that a significant portion of my students are struggling as sight-readers. To assess their initial skill level, students were asked to sightread excerpts from 4 pieces of music, 2 solos, and 2 ensembles, involving grade appropriate technique. Their performances were assessed using a rubric I developed. This is a fairly typical class in terms of initial sightreading skills, however, I am working with the MS Orchestra director to try a new approach to teaching sightreading so I'm curious to see how that impacts the initial skill level of my students next year.
	ExpectationsAbove typical:  Student performance demonstrates mostly excellent tone quality, accurate rhythm (duple and triple meters) and intonation (Keys up to 2 flats / 4 sharps) including two changes in key and meter, and 95% accuracy of bowings. Performance is in sync with the ensemble and demonstrates expressive phrasing and dynamics most of the time.
	ExpectationsTypical:  Student performance demonstrates good and occasionally excellent tone quality, accurate rhythm (duple and triple meters) and intonation (Keys up to 2 flats / 3 sharps) including one change in key and meter, and 90% accuracy of bowings. Performance is in sync with the ensemble demonstrating expressive dynamics most of the time and occasionally expressive phrasing.
	ExpectationsBelow typical:  Student performance demonstrates mostly good tone quality, mostly accurate rhythm (duple and triple meters) and intermittant intonation (Keys up to 1 flats / 2 sharps) including one change in either key or meter, and 80% accuracy of bowings. Performance is occasionally out of sync with the ensemble and demonstrates expressive dynamics intermittantly.
	ExpectationsWell below typical: Student performance demonstrates intermittant good tone quality, occasional errors with rhythm (duple and triple meters) and intonation (Keys up to 1 flats / 2 sharps) including one change in either key or meter, and 70% accuracy of bowings. Performance is regularly out of sync with the ensemble and only demonstrates expressive dynamics occasionally.
	Date: 10/01/2016
	SLO skill focus statement: Students will demonstrate an understanding of key elements of effective sightreading by successfully sightreading selected pieces of music at appropriate levels of difficulty both individually and as part of an ensemble.
	Check Box1: Yes
	Check Box2: Yes
	Optional Notes: My plan for this year is to present students with multiple opportunities to sightread both individually and in ensembles. Each student will be given indiviudal support to develop their mastery of increasingly difficult keys, challenging meters, and complex rhythmic patterns. I will use the rubric throughout the semester and provide students with specific feedback based on their performance.  Where warranted, I will provide additional coaching for students who are not progressing. This strategy works for both the lowest performing as well as the highest performing students. Because of the nature of instruction in music, students will be formatively assessed, at least on an informal basis daily. The method for refining performance is to build foundational skills in isolation, then apply those skills, sometimes in layers, in the context of a piece, then reflect / analyze / practice in isolation (if needed), and apply /play again, etc. This strategy provides feedback to students regularly and as their understanding progresses, they are given increasing opportunities to self-reflect and make decisions about selecting the best strategy for their learning preference. There are no other teachers directly tied to this SLO, but my team will include the other members of the fine arts department, including the choir teacher and band director. We do not have a common planning time, so this will create some issues for check-ins. We have agreed to meet more informally as we have time before or after school to discuss progress. The principal has agreed to allot 30 minutes a month in our staff meetings for departmental meetings. I will also meet monthly with the MS Orchestra teacher at which time we will both share our SLOs with each other. 
	Teacher Signature: 
	Date_2: 
	Appraiser Signature: 
	Date_3: 
	Teacher Signature_2: 
	Date_4: 
	Appraiser Signature_2: 
	Date_5: 
	Check Box3: 
	Check Box4: 
	Check Box5: 
	Teacher Name: P Casals
	Appraiser Name: L Bernstein
	Subject Area: Orchestra
	Grade Level: 10th 
	School: Central High School
	Descriptors Well Above Typical: Student performance demonstrates good tone quality, accurate rhythm (duple and triple meters) and intonation (in keys up to 1 flat / 3 sharps) including one change in key and meter, and 95% accuracy of bowings. Performance is in sync with the ensemble. 
	Who should be included: I am focusing on Orchestra II because students at this level are at a critical phase in their development as musicians. Because sightreading represents the application of several elements of technique, it facilitates a synthesis and acceleration of their current skills. 
	Number of Students- Well above: 1
	Expectations Well above Typical: Student performance demonstrates excellent tone quality, accurate rhythm (duple and triple meters) and intonation (Keys up to 3 flats / 4 sharps) including two changes in key and meter, and 95% accuracy of bowings. Performance is in sync with the ensemble and demonstrates expressive phrasing and dynamics. 
	what evidence is used: I will use the same rubric to assess performance at the end of the SLO. 
	Comments: 
	Revision Comments if required: 


